1 Samuel 3.1-11

(English Standard Version)

! Now the young man Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. And the word of the Lord
was rare in those days; there was no frequent vision.

2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying
down in his own place. ® The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in
the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was.

* Then the Lord called Samuel, and he said, “Here | am!” ®> and ran to Eli and said, “Here | am,
for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down.

® And the Lord called again, “Samuel!” and Samuel arose and went to Eli and said, “Here | am,
for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” * Now Samuel did not yet
know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him.

8 And the Lord called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went to Eli and said, “Here
| am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the young man. °
Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for
your servant hears.” ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.

% And the Lord came and stood, calling as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said,

“Speak, for your servant hears.” Y Then the Lord said to Samuel, “Behold, | am about to do a
thing in Israel at which the two ears of everyone who hears it will tingle.”

SERMON NOTES FOR

“How to Receive Guidance From God”
TUNED IN

John 10.3b-4 — The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them
out. * When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for
they know his voice. (ESV)

MYTHS THAT KEEP US FROM HEARING GOD SPEAK

Myth #1. God only speaks to

Numbers 22.28-30 — Then the Lord opened the mouth of the donkey, and she said to Balaam,
“What have | done to you, that you have struck me these three times?” ?° And Balaam said to
the donkey, “Because you have made a fool of me. | wish | had a sword in my hand, for then |
would kill you.” *® And the donkey said to Balaam, “Am | not your donkey, on which you have
ridden all your life long to this day? Is it my habit to treat you this way?” And he said, “No.”
(ESV)



1 Samuel 3:1 — The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In those days the word
of the LORD was rare; there were not many visions. (NIV)

Myth #2: God will guide me in

Myth #3: God’s guidance is my personal

to

Acts 13.2-3 — While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart
for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which | have called them.” Then after fasting and
praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off. (ESV)

1 Corinthians 14.29 — Let two or three people prophesy, and let the others evaluate what is
said. (NLT)

Myth #4: | Have No in listening to God

1 Kings 19.11-13 — The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the
LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.”

Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the
LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the
LORD was not in the earthquake. *? After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in
the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper. ** When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak
over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave. (NIV)



Myth #5: Being Guided by the Holy Spirit is

Acts 20.22-24 — And now, compelled by the Spirit, | am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what
will happen to me there. % | only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and
hardships are facing me. ** However, | consider my life worth nothing to me, if only | may finish
the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me — the task of testifying to the
gospel of God'’s grace. (NIV)

1 Samuel 3.10-11 — And the Lord came and stood, calling as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!”
And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant hears.” 11 Then the Lord said to Samuel, “Behold, |
am about to do a thing in Israel at which the two ears of everyone who hears it will tingle.” (ESV)
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